- 2 -
	ACP-WGF23/IP27


- 3 -
	ACP-WGF23/IP-



	[image: image1.jpg]



	
International Civil Aviation Organization

INFORMATION PAPER
	ACP-WGF23/IP27



AERONAUTICAL COMMUNICATIONS PANEL (ACP)
TWENTY THIRD MEETING OF WORKING GROUP F
Cairo, Egypt 21 – 27 September 2010
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Aeronautical Spectrum- Current ECC Studies on Issues 

Outside of the WRC Process
(Presented by John Mettrop)

	SUMMARY

	This paper provides information on current work being undertaken within the Electronic Communication Committee (ECC) on issues other than those associated with the WRC that potential will impact spectrum used by aviation.

	ACTION

	· To note this paper 


1. Introduction

1.1 The ECC acts as the focal point for 48 states within Europe to discuss matters related to frequency and spectrum management with an aim to harmonise the efficient use.  
1.2 Within the ECC there are 4 major working groups that address frequency and spectrum management issues (Spectrum Engineering (SE), Frequency Management (FM), Regulatory Affairs (RA) and Conference Preparatory Group (CPG).  Each of these groups then have a number of project teams addressing specific issues.

1.3 Ignoring CPG, which deals with world radiocommunication conferences, this paper provides a brief synopsis of the groups and issues being addressed that could impact aviation’s use of spectrum.  
2. Discussion

2.1 Plenary:  There is a proposal to establish a new project team to address a proposal for the provision of a broadband air to ground system within Europe to support passenger communications. The proposed frequency band for study being 790-5150 MHz which includes a number of aeronautical bands which may result in a new project team FM 48 being established.  
2.2 FM 44/SE 40:  This group has responsibility for issues related to satellite communications including GNSS.  The group are currently dealing with the following issues of interest to aviation:-

· GPS Repeaters

· Complimentary ground component for the mobile satellite service

· Protection of the 1.4 GHz passive satellite services
FM 47/SE 24:  This group has responsibility in conjunction with SE24 for issues related to ultra wideband systems. The group are currently dealing with proposals for a UWB local area emergency system for tracking and communicating emergency service workers entering a dangerous situation such as fire fighters entering a burning building.  The band proposed is 4200-4400 MHz and the studies show the potential for interference to the radio altimeters.  Additionally they are considering airborne UWB in the frequency bands 3.1 - 4.8 GHz and 6 - 8.5 GHz
2.3 Civil-Military Meeting :  Responsibility for all issues of common interest between the civil and military communities.  The last meeting included discussions about L-band radar interference to the 1.4 GHz passive band and cognitive and software defined radios.

2.4 ECC PT1:   Responsibility for mobile service.  Current studies include the introduction of LTE and Wimax in the 3.4-3.8 GHz band and the use of the frequency band below 960 MHz  as contained in ECC reports 40, 41 and 42.
3. Action by the Meeting

3.1 To note this paper. 
-- END --
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Schematic of the Information Flow 
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